Midterm Exam - Cultural Research Project

English II Honors– K. Norris

Sunshine State Standards:

Writing Standards
1. LA.910.3.1 - Prewriting Pre-Writing: The student will use prewriting strategies to generate ideas and formulate a plan
2. LA.910.3.2 - Drafting: The student will write a draft appropriate to the topic, audience, and purpose.
3. LA.910.3.4 - Editing for Language Conventions: The student will edit and correct the draft for standard language conventions.
4. LA.910.3.3 - Revising: The student will revise and refine the draft for clarity and effectiveness.
5. LA.910.4.3 - Persuasive: The student develops and demonstrates persuasive writing that is used for the purpose of influencing the reader.
Media & Technology Standard

1. LA.910.6.4 - Technology: The student develops the essential technology skills for using and understanding conventional and current tools, materials and processes.
Speaking & Listening Standards 

1. LA.910.5.2.2 - The student will research and organize information for oral communication appropriate for the occasion, audience, and purpose (e.g., class discussions, entertaining, informative, persuasive, or technical presentations)
Assignment:

For this project, you are being asked to research a designated country and describe its culture to us in your presentation.  Your project will include both a written paper (to be turned in to the teacher) and a PowerPoint presentation (to be presented to the class).  The two grades will be put together for a midterm exam grade (110 points total), and will be graded according to the rubrics in this document.  

The requirements for the paper are as follows:

· Introduction includes the name of the country and its location, population, and economic status (How does the country contribute to a global society?) (10 points)
· Thesis statement should make a specific judgment about the most important things that define its culture (art, music, industry, technology, food, education, religion, etc.)  The big question here is what are the things this place is known for, and how do they help this country contribute to our global society? (15 points)
· The body paragraphs of your paper should each focus on one of the main things you pointed to in your thesis.  You should then cite specific examples and elaborate on them to prove your thesis. (15 points)
· In the conclusion, you should restate your thesis, but don’t copy it.  Summarize your main points and comment on this country’s importance to our world as a whole. 
      (10 points)
· The paper MUST be typed and printed for submission and MUST be in MLA style, including a correctly crafted Works Cited page. (10 points)

This paper serves a total of 60 points.

The requirements for the PowerPoint presentation are as follows:

· Base grade for a thoughtfully produced, well-researched PowerPoint  
_______ / 10

· Information is shaped to establish a context, introduces basic facts about the country you researched and appeals to the interests & background of the audience








            

________ / 5

· Content and organization helps to define the culture of the country
________ / 10

· Notes or other memory aids help structure presentation, but information is NOT copied and pasted from any source




________ / 5

· Develops several main points related to the thesis


________ / 5

· PowerPoint projects a sense of individuality and personality in selecting and organizing content, delivery, and in use of color, text, and images for the power point




















________/ 5

· Illustrates proper usage of MLA style and documentation (this includes a Works Cited slide) and employs appropriate use of formal grammar and mechanics throughout the PowerPoint
















_______ / 10

This PowerPoint serves a total of 50 points.

In addition, it is imperative that both students and parents understand THERE WILL BE NO LATE WORK ACCEPTED FOR THIS PROJECT.  STUDENTS NOT TURNING IN A PAPER AND GIVING A PRESENTATION ON THE ASSIGNED DAY WILL RECEIVE A ZERO FOR THEIR MIDTERM EXAM GRADE – NO EXCEPTIONS.  Students who are absent MUST send their paper and PowerPoint via email to receive credit, and this will only be accepted if the student comes to the next class with an excuse note from the office.
It should also be understood that any student who plagiarizes any part of their project WILL receive a zero with no opportunity to re-submit, as outlined in the guidelines of the plagiarism contract students have signed in class.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read and understand the guidelines for Mrs. Norris’s English II Honors Midterm Exam Project.  I understand that my project will not be accepted late and that turning in a plagiarized project will earn a zero with no opportunity to re-submit, according to the guidelines in the plagiarism contract I have been given in class.
____________________________________________________



Student Name (Please Print)

____________________________________________________


______________

Student Signature






Date

____________________________________________________


______________

Parent Signature






Date
